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  REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
KAUA‘I ISLAND UTILITY COOPERATIVE 

Via Video Conference Call 
On October 26, 2023 

 
AMENDED MINUTES 

 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair Smith at 1:00 p.m. 
 
1. Roll Call 

1.1. Directors present: Directors Allan Smith (Chair), Jan TenBruggencate (Vice-Chair), 
Calvin Murashige (Secretary), Peter Yukimura (Treasurer), Dee Crowell, David Iha, 
Janet Kass, James Mayfield, Teofilo Tacbian; and David Bissell (CEO)  
 

1.2. Others present:  Stacie Dellamano (CFO), Laurel Loo (General Counsel), Teresa Amoy 
(Executive Administrator), Beth Amaro (Member Services & Communications Mgr.), 
Brad Rockwell (COO); Cameron Kruse (Engineering & Technology Mgr.), Chris Yuh 
(Mgr. of Finance, Risk & Analytics), Daurice Arruda (Accounting Mgr.), Erin Tsuda 
(Finance Mgr.), Corinne Cuaresma (Controller), Scott Sato (Energy Services 
Supervisor), Allison Young (Communications & PR Specialist), Shelley Paik (PA 
Specialist) Fred Pascual (Distribution Planning Coordinator); Members of the press 
(0) and Member of the public (1) 
 

1.3. Absent/Excused:  None 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
2.1. The Board of Directors’ Agenda of October 26, 2023, was approved as circulated 

with no adjustments made. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
3.1. The minutes of September 21, 2023, Regular Board meeting were approved as 

circulated.  
   
4. President’s Report – David Bissell (CEO) 

4.1. CEO discussed October’s President’s Report (report attached). No action taken. 
 

5. Financial Report – Stacie Dellamano (CFO)  
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5.1. CFO discussed finance and accounting updates and summarized the Board Financial 
Report submitted to the Board of Directors (report attached). Reminder of upcoming 
Board Budget Workshop in November. Supplemental financial information report 
included the Results of Operation (ROO), KIUC Key Performance Indicators for 
September 2023, Fuel/Commodities Cost, Fuel Oil Cost, Rainfall/Cooling for Kaua‘i 
and MWH Generation correlation, Total kWh Sold, AR Reports, and Past Due 
Account information. No action taken.  
 

6. NRECA Hawai‘i Director Report – Director David Iha update: 
6.1. Director Iha provided NRECA’s September 2023 Board update and the October 2023 

update (attached).  
 

7. Charitable Foundation Board – Director Teofilo Tacbian update: 
7.1. No report for the Charitable Foundation Board.  
7.2. Golf Tournament update (scheduled for November 18, 2023): As of Monday, all slots 

for the Golf Tournament have been filled.  
 

8. Public Testimony  
8.1. Public testimony from Marj Dente was received and read into the record by Chair 

Smith (testimony attached).  
• CEO provided a quick update noting that KIUC has engaged expert engineering 

firm (BKI Engineering) out of Washington State to work with KIUC to develop a 
wildfire mitigation plan. Efforts with the engineering firm are ongoing and 
recommendations may not be completed until the first quarter of next year.    
 

9. New Business 
9.1. Election (by secret ballot) of the state director to serve a two (2) year term on the 

NRECA board beginning after 2024 NRECA Annual Meeting.  
• Candidates Director Kass and Director Iha (current NRECA Board Member) each 

orally described their desire and qualifications to represent the state as the next 
NRECA Board member.   

• Secret ballot voting was sent to general counsel via text or phone call for 
recording and results. 

• Results were provided by general counsel at the end of the New Business 
agenda items. The votes were 6:3 in favor of Director David Iha.  

• Chair Smith asked for a motion to appoint David Iha as the NRECA Board 
Member. 

• Director Kass called for a Point of Order regarding the request of the new 
motion to appoint David Iha, referencing the secret ballot vote should be 
sufficient. 

• Director TenBruggencate moved to appoint David Iha as the NRECA Board 
Member and ratify the secret ballot vote 
[Motion: TenBruggencate] [Second: Murashige] 



October 26, 2023, Board of Directors Meeting Minutes Page 3 
APPROVED v4 (ta) 
 

IN FAVOR: Smith, TenBruggencate, Murashige, Yukimura,    
  Mayfield, Tacbian, Iha, Crowell  Total – 8   
OPPOSED: None      Total – 0  

 EXCUSED:   None      Total – 0 
ABSTAIN: Kass      Total – 1  

 Motion carried 

9.2. Policy 19 Anti-retaliation and Whistleblowing  
• The proposed draft policy includes recommendations from the committee with 

formatting edits and one substantive change proposed. The substantive change 
allows whistleblowers to report anonymously. 

• MOTION to approve the adoption of the proposed changes to Policy 19. 
[Motion: Kass] [Second: Murashige] 
IN FAVOR: Smith, TenBruggencate, Murashige, Yukimura,    

  Mayfield, Kass, Tacbian, Iha, Crowell  Total – 9  
  OPPOSED: None      Total – 0  
  EXCUSED:   None      Total – 0 
  Motion carried 

9.3. Policy 21 Financial Fraud Detection and Deterrence 
• The policy committee is proposing a complete rewrite of policy 21. The 

committee discussed the similarities with policy 19 but chose to keep the 
policies separate. In policy 21 the recommendation is to eliminate the 
complexity of the existing policy.  

• MOTION to adopt the revision on Policy 21 on Fraud. 
[Motion: Kass] [Second: Murashige] 
IN FAVOR: Smith, TenBruggencate, Murashige, Yukimura,    

  Mayfield, Kass, Tacbian, Iha, Crowell  Total – 9  
  OPPOSED: None      Total – 0  
  EXCUSED:   None      Total – 0 
  Motion carried 

9.4. Board Request Approval for Attorney Invoices over the CEO Approval Limit 
• Board Approval Request to approve invoice which exceeds the CEO’s 

expenditure limits of $100,000. Invoice in the amount of $153,768 for the 
services of the law firm Schneider, Tanaka, Radovich, Andrew, & Tanaka 
(STRAT). 

• MOTION to approve the Board Approval Request. 
[Motion: Yukimura] [Second: Kass] 
IN FAVOR: Smith, TenBruggencate, Murashige, Yukimura,    

  Mayfield, Kass, Tacbian, Iha, Crowell  Total – 9  
  OPPOSED: None      Total – 0  
  EXCUSED:   None      Total – 0 
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  Motion carried 

9.5. Confirmation of 2024 Board Elections Nominating Committee 
• Appointment request for the 2024 Board Elections Nominating Committee 

o Marissa Sandblom – Sr. Director with Hawai‘i Community Foundation 
o Allison Lee – Partner at Cade Schutte LLP 
o Arryl Kaneshiro – Former County Council Chair 
o Ed Nakaya – Retired KIUC Employee with Member Services 

 
• MOTION to confirm the committee members of the Nominating Committee for 

the 2024 KIUC Board Elections  
[Motion: Crowell] [Second: Mayfield] 
IN FAVOR: Smith, TenBruggencate, Murashige, Yukimura,    

  Mayfield, Kass, Tacbian, Iha, Crowell  Total – 9  
  OPPOSED: None      Total – 0  
  EXCUSED:   None      Total – 0 
  Motion carried 

10. Calendar 
10.1. November 10, 2023 – HOLIDAY – Veterans Day (KIUC Offices Closed) 
10.2. November 13, 2023 – Board Budget Workshop (1:00 pm, MCR) 
10.3. November 14, 2023 – Board Committee Meetings (9:00am, MCR) 
10.4. November 21, 2023 – Regular Board Meeting (1:00pm, via Zoom) 
10.5. November 23, 2023 – HOLIDAY - Thanksgiving (KIUC Offices Closed) 

 
11. Executive Session – At 1:46 p.m. the Board recessed the meeting to enter Executive Session 

closed to the public on matters limited to those specified in Section II. A. 2. of Board Policy 
No. 16. The items to be discussed in the Executive Session are matters of a proprietary or 
financial nature, public disclosure of which could affect on-going or potential negotiations, 
or legal or administrative proceedings and human resource issues related to the hiring, 
evaluating, dismissing, or disciplining an officer or employee and a matter requiring legal 
consultation on issues pertaining to the powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities 
of the Board of Directors. 
11.1. The open session of the Regular meeting was reconvened at 1:50 p.m. 
11.2. Director TenBruggencate moved to ratify the following decision made in executive 

session; Director Murashige seconded the motion. All directors present voted in 
favor and the actions were ratified by unanimous consent:  
• Approval of the Executive Session minutes of August 24, 2023 
• Approval of allowing staff to proceed with the next steps in the acquisition of 

property. 
 

12. Adjournment  
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12.1. The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
      
Calvin Murashige 
Board Secretary 

Calvin Murashige (Nov 21, 2023 17:50 HST)
Calvin Murashige

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAvb44F8y3B_oKvbPVrP-guCK1PkMbJb1L


PRESIDENT’S REPORT

October 26, 2023

David Bissell, President & CEO



PRESIDENT'S REPORT

2

Safety (September) Month 2023 YTD 2022 YTD

Recordable Incidents 1 2 2

Availability and Reliability Month 2023 YTD 2022 YTD

Reportable Outages 3 31 18

Average Outage Hours Per Customer 0.23 3.02 1.28

Efficiency Month 2023 YTD

Net Plant Heat Rate 9,021 9,033

Peak Demand (MW) 78.4 78.4

Residential Rates

October 2023  $0.384/kwh up $0.028 from September



UPDATE ITEMS
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 KIUC rates continue to be lowest in state

 80 MW record peak reached week of October 15

 Rate case
 Rebuttal testimony filed on October 5

 Response to CA Rebuttal IRs filed Monday, October 23

 Upcoming dates
 November 3- Settlement letter (if any) and Statement of Probable Entitlement

 November 23-Interim Rate Decision and Order

 Union Negotiations 
 Contract expires December 4

 Initial meetings held October 11 and 12

 Upcoming meetings week of November 6



HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN
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 Targeting end of year delivery to agencies of revised HCP and ESRC 
comment/response matrix

 Draft EIS in process for federal publication in 2024 with revised HCP

 Exploratory surveys for site replacing Upper Manoa going well and on 
schedule. Should have top three sites identified within the next few weeks.

 Minimization goal of 65% almost met

 Power line trail 40 of 50 spans have static line removed



MINIMIZATION WORK ON PLT
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UPDATE CONTINUED
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 Anahola battery removal and recycling

 Work completed Redwood Materials



GRANTS

7

 Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnership (GRIP)
 Awarded two grants 
 Synchronous Condenser – $1.67 million

 Solar Grid Forming Technology (batteries and invertors)- $16.25 
million

 RUS Powering Affordable Clean Energy (PACE)
 Received invitation to submit application for project listed above



MAHALO!
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Board Meeting
Financial Report

October 2023



Finance, Accounting, Regulatory and Warehouse Monthly 
Summary

Finance and Accounting Update
• Scorecard

• Financial Results
• Balance Sheet (Form 7 Reporting)
• Income Statement (Form 7 Reporting)

• Outstanding Loan Detail Report
• A/R Reports
• Total kWh Sold Report
• Treasury Management Monthly Discussion
• 2024 Budget Preparation – November Workshop 
• BAR Form Approval – STRAT – Attorney over 

$100,000
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Treasury Management – Monthly Discussion

• Ratings:
• No changes in Money Market Fund Rating even with the downgrade of US 

Government Credit Ratings for Treasury. 

• Current Summary Of Investments:

• $31.3M Dreyfus Funds – AAA Rating Money Market Fund very ST
• Government MM Fund – Treasury Only

• Stable Value type of money market (heavily regulated and makes it difficult 
to break the dollar)

• 4.98% Interest Rate

• $4.95M CFC Daily and Monthly Commercial Paper – ST to Medium 
Term Investment – Daily to Monthly A2 Moody and S&P A-

• Daily Fund $4.9M 4.60%

• $4.95M CoBank Commercial Paper Investment – AA- Moody and S&P
• 60-day Investment – 4.23%

• $254,800 Central Pacific Bank – Backup Checking in NISC if needed
• Backup for Checking in Money Market (unlimited) account

• 4.08% 
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Budget Discussion for Upcoming Workshop

• Budget Draft Completed – Review Process
• Accounting/Finance Review Completed

• David Review - TBD

• Senior Staff Review - TBD 

• High Dollar Budget Impact Items still TBD by KIUC Rate Case
• Sales – Rate Case and Rate Increase

• Lost Gross Margin – decrease to sales

• Pension Costs
• Pension Expense

• Pension Amortization of Regulatory Asset

• Depreciation Expense
• 2012

• 2017

• 2022

• Union Negotiations
• Economic Impact Items

• Wages

• Other Union Asks

• Budget Workshop Date Change?
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Questions?
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NRECA Board Update 
September 2023 

 
 
 

 

4301 Wilson Blvd. | Arlington, VA 22203-1860 | Tel: 703.907.5500 | electric.coop | @NRECANews 

 
 
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that it received 157 proposals from electric 

cooperatives to access the agency’s $9.7 billion New ERA program to promote co-op energy innovation. 
USDA reported that the 157 co-op proposals cover 750 projects totaling more than two times the $9.7 
billion in funding that Congress made available for the program. NRECA issued a press release in response 
to the news. USDA will now analyze the submissions and determine which applications to fund.  
 

 Cobb EMC, NRECA and three national laboratories have won global recognition for their work on 
microgrid control modeling software that can boost grid reliability by using distributed assets to mitigate 
power outages.  
 

 NRECA continues to engage decision-makers regarding the practical impacts of policymaking on 
affordability and reliability. Ongoing efforts include: 

 
◊ A letter from Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., and over three dozen Republican colleagues, to the 

Environmental Protection Agency asking it to withdraw a proposed rule that would reduce 
emissions by coal and natural gas-fired plants.     

◊ Congressional testimony from Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative CEO Bob Paulling to the 
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy, Climate and Grid Security at a hearing 
on reliability. 

◊ A letter from NRECA to the White House Council on Environmental Quality, pushing back on 
ongoing efforts to breach the Lower Snake River Dams on the Columbia River System. 

◊ A national coalition letter with the American Public Power Association, National League of 
Cities and National Association of Counties urging the House and Senate to swiftly pass the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency Loan Interest Payment Relief Act.  

 
 Registration is open for the NRECA Broadband Leadership Summit, an exclusive benefit for NRECA 

Broadband participants. The summit takes place Nov. 7-9 in Washington, D.C., and features updates on 
legislative and regulatory actions, as well as opportunities to hear from policymakers in the broadband 
space. 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/09/27/usda-sees-record-demand-advance-clean-energy-rural-america-through__;!!KtIFMA!MmI-Gftiw8HvFwam5bmAI3k6ya5eMxdlVoL4A9Ava_HyQwE-PSTVODIbU6v4mkwQzqHpfQ3bCXcxUPvNUGTNpNitCQ$
https://www.electric.coop/nreca-hails-co-op-interest-in-usda-new-era-co-op-energy-innovation-program
https://www.electric.coop/nrecas-work-with-cobb-emc-earns-global-award-for-microgrid-reliability-software
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/louisville/politics/2023/09/11/republican-senators-call-on-the-epa-to-withdraw-proposed-rule
https://www.electric.coop/co-op-ceo-jobs-and-industry-will-flee-if-reliability-issues-arent-fixed
https://nreca.informz.net/NRECA/data/images/Comms_Cooperative%20Edge/CE_CEQLetter.pdf
https://nreca.informz.net/NRECA/data/images/Comms_Cooperative%20Edge/CE_FEMALetter.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/conferences-education/meetings/nreca_broadband-leadership-summit/Pages/default.aspx?_zs=td9xm&_zl=c5eh2
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/09/27/usda-sees-record-demand-advance-clean-energy-rural-america-through__;!!KtIFMA!MmI-Gftiw8HvFwam5bmAI3k6ya5eMxdlVoL4A9Ava_HyQwE-PSTVODIbU6v4mkwQzqHpfQ3bCXcxUPvNUGTNpNitCQ$
https://www.electric.coop/nreca-hails-co-op-interest-in-usda-new-era-co-op-energy-innovation-program
https://www.electric.coop/nrecas-work-with-cobb-emc-earns-global-award-for-microgrid-reliability-software
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/louisville/politics/2023/09/11/republican-senators-call-on-the-epa-to-withdraw-proposed-rule
https://www.electric.coop/co-op-ceo-jobs-and-industry-will-flee-if-reliability-issues-arent-fixed
https://nreca.informz.net/NRECA/data/images/Comms_Cooperative%20Edge/CE_CEQLetter.pdf
https://nreca.informz.net/NRECA/data/images/Comms_Cooperative%20Edge/CE_FEMALetter.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/conferences-education/meetings/nreca_broadband-leadership-summit/Pages/default.aspx?_zs=td9xm&_zl=c5eh2


NRECA Update
October 2023

NRECA Board of Directors



Co-ops Oversubscribe NEW ERA Program

• USDA received 157 proposals 
from electric co-ops to access 
the agency’s $9.7 billion to 
promote energy innovation. 

• The 157 co-op proposals cover 
750 projects totaling more than 
two times the available funding.



• Testimony from Mid-Carolina EC CEO Bob 
Paulling to the House Subcommittee on Energy, 
Climate & Grid Security 

• Letter to the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality

• National coalition letter with APPA, National 
League of Cities, National Association of Counties

Advocating for Affordability & Reliability

NRECA continues to engage decision-makers regarding impacts 
of policymaking on affordability & reliability:

Mid-Carolina EC CEO Bob Paulling

• Letter from Sen. Mitch McConnell & Republican colleagues to the EPA 



Co-ops Part of Global Science Award

• Cobb EMC, NRECA and three 
national laboratories have won 
global recognition for their work 
on microgrid control modeling 
software that can boost grid 
reliability by using distributed 
assets to mitigate power outages. 



Register for Broadband Leadership Summit

• Registration is open for the 
NRECA Broadband Leadership 
Summit—an exclusive benefit for 
NRECA Broadband participants. 

• Summit takes place Nov. 7-9 
in Washington, D.C., and features 
opportunities to hear from 
policymakers in the broadband space.

Joseph Wender 
Director of Capital Projects Fund

U.S. Department of the Treasury 
speaking at the 2022 NRECA 

Broadband Leadership Summit





From: Marj Dente
To: testimony@kiuc.coop
Subject: UPDATE REQUESTED FOR WILDFIRE PROTOCOLS
Date: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:10:28 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of the KIUC organization. Do not click links, open attachments or
respond unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Contact IT for help.

Dear  KIUC Board Members and CEO David Bissell

At the August 24, 2023  monthly Board Meeting, shortly after the tragic wildfire on Maui Island, CEO David Bissell
reported that short and long term Wildfire Mitigation efforts are under review with much to consider. It was his
opinion that professional help would be required, patterning with KEMA , and requiring  a request to the Board to
allow payment for those services.

I assumed that this issue would have been discussed at the Executive Session on that date, but I see no written record
of that action.

Going forward to the September 21, 2023 Board Meeting, Mr. Bissell's report had no mention of action being taken
on establishing Wildfire Mitigation. However he did report, that after a lot of work, a Red Flag Warning was sent
out to KIUC members on August 30, by email, stating that electric power would be shut down in various locations
on Kauai, including Kokee, starting at 6:00 p.m. as a precautionary measure should any fire get out of control in
those areas.

I received that email, and realized that some personal friends were anticipating spending time in their Kokee cabin
that evening and would perhaps not have gotten this message until they actually arrived there, finding the power
turned off. Fortunately I was able to reach them by phone. They had much gratitude as they had no awareness of this
situation.

Mr. Bissell reported at the September 21 Board Meeting that the August 30  Red Flag warning was successful with
no impacts.  I disagree and recommend that our CEO and the Board diligently address this important issue. I realize
that it is currently the  Winter rainy season, so not as critical as the August very dry season. However with the ever
changing weather patterns, the 2024 Spring, Summer and Fall conditions may be very dangerous.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this issue with anticipation of hearing an update report at the
October 26 Board Meeting  and receiving an email soon that progress is being made.

Sincerely, Marj Dente

mailto:marj.dente1936@icloud.com
mailto:testimony@kiuc.coop
mailto:marj.dente1936@icloud.com
mailto:testimony@kiuc.coop
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